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Glimpses of Chatham Life from Diaries

Over the years, people have kept diaries to note the unusual, and sometimes the every-day, events of
their lives. Chatham Historical Society has in its collection diaries of nine former residents. These
writers did not share emotions or many details; they were not writing for our benefit today, but we can
still get a glimpse of life in Chatham over the years. Here we share excerpts from winter months,
ranging from 1872 to 1967. Most every writer noted the weather each day; it was important. For
brevity, we have not included the weather, unless it was a major part of the diary. Information in () has
been added for clarity, when known.

-Jeanne Eastman

Jonah Hill Jr. (1810-1898) 1872

Dec 17 Fair and pleasant. About one and a half inches of snow fell last night. Dana
‘ \ (son) commenced to haul his logs. Took Tom's steers. Went two loads and drew

twelve logs. Dec 19 Cold and windy. Three or four inches of snow fell last night
and flew about today. Set my stove & built a fire in it. All sick and Dana has done
' nothing. Dec 20 Another foot of snow fell last night and today. Thom Smith started
for Fryeburg and could not get through. Never knew so much snow on the ground at
this time of the year. Dec 25 Fair and calm but extremely cold. Ther at or before
sunrise 32 deg below 0. At /2 past six 15 deg below. The coldest day I remember.
Dana hauled two loads of logs. Dec 26 A gray cold day. Ther at daylight 4 deg
below zero and falling through the day. Commenced to snow in the evening. Oyster

- supper at Mr. Webbs. At Mud City (N. Fryeburg) Ther 48 below. Dec 27 Fair and

oI much warmer. About 3 inches of snow last night. Cloudy in afternoon. The coldest
Dec I every experienced. More snow on the ground than ever before at this season. Dec 28 Fair but
cold. Ther 15 deg below in the morning and stood close to zero all through the middle of the day. The
wind blew a hurricane all day and snow flew in blinding clods & blocked the roads badly. Dec 29 Fair
and pleasant. Ther 14 below at sunrise and stood 12 above through the day. No getting from here to
Fryeburg for the past week — a thing I never knew of happen before. The coldest most blustering winter
for years so far. Dec 30 Still, clear & cold. Ther at 8 in the morn 20 deg below

s =" .

Jonah Hill

zero. Ya past 9 o'clock 15 deg in the sun. No such weather known since my B
remembrance. Cellar frozen badly. Cattle suffering from cold. :ﬁ
£
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Chester Eastman (1865-1953) 1902 :l
Dec 22 It has been warm and pleasant. Mr. Kimball & I killed the chickens this ,

AM. I saw a flock of robins today. Dec 23 It has been pleasant but a little colder

and windy. Hazen (Chandler, neighbor) helped me kill the hog this PM. It

weighed 600 Ibs. Dec 24 It has been pleasant. I cut up the hog this AM. [ went to

N. Fryeburg with the girls (daughters: Fannie, Hester, & Ruth) this PM. We got the ~ Chester Eastman

continued on page 4




Notes from the President

Welcome to our newest members: Ken & Jane Rancourt, Chris Dowding, Patty McNerney and
Anabella Cherry!

Since our last newsletter, we held a very happy Town Picnic. Folks from Chatham and beyond seem
to enjoy this opportunity to visit. Also, the Shape Note Singers of Maine held a “singing school” in
our classroom, followed by a potluck supper. The singers thought our space was perfect, and it sure
sounded great to me! They may be back in the spring. They welcome people to come listen and/or
join in with this historic New England singing tradition.

We are continuing to work on our building this winter: covering our basement concrete walls with
pine, and painting the classroom ceiling before refinishing the floor. We have received a $5000 grant
from the Goldberg Charitable Foundation. We would love to raise an additional $2,000 and would
welcome your donations to our Building Fund to help us reach our goal. Remember, we are a 501(c)
(3) organization, so donations are tax-deductible. Please send donations to Chatham Historical
Society, 1061 Main Road, Chatham, NH 03813.

We will hold open hours this December 7" and 14™, from 10 AM to Noon. We have many items
in our sales room that would make great holiday gifts: sweatshirts, t-shirts, tote bags, coverlets, all
with Chatham logos. We have several books including our newest, “Visits with our Chatham
Neighbors from Back in the Day” and an accompanying activity book. We have David Crouse's
books on Chatham, Stow, and Early Families of the Cold River Valley. We have Oh Look! Baby
Loons! (with sweet photographs of a loon family on Lower Kimball Pond), and The Winter Lodge
(about the mischievous mice who take over the Chatham Woods Camp in winter, with wonderful
illustrations).

On December 22nd we will host a pot luck supper in our classroom, starting at 6 PM. This will be
followed at 7 PM by Carols and Candles at the Chatham Church next door. This is keeping up a his-
toric tradition going back to the early Candlelight Services since the church was built in 1871.

We thank you for the ways you each support our work. May you enjoy a peaceful, happy, and
productive winter!

Jeoavrwne Eoasfrmon

Contact Us Board of Directors
1061 Main Road; Chatham, NH 03813 President, Jeanne Eastman
chathamnhbhistoricalsociety(@gmail.com Vice President, Sheryl Emery
www.chathambhistoricalnh.org Treasurer, Beverly Aiman
Secretary, Maria Palmisano
Board Meetings Directors, Steve Eastman
April — October, 3" Tuesday, 6:30 PM Gail Calomb

Alan Eastman
Paul Loscocco
Curator: Margery Eastman

Open Hours

Tuesdays 9 — Noon
We look forward to seeing you!




The Peddler’s Peck

A bundle of news from the neighbors over the years

Norris Hill, from 1970 diary: November 29 - “We went over to the other end of Robbins Hill road.
Fannie drove back to visit while I walked back over the hill. It took me 1 %2 hours with ten minutes
more for measuring circumferences of some butternut trees and a large elm tree on west side of hiway
near top which was 17 ' feet breast high. The largest butternut was 10 ft 3 inches and located near
another one which measured 9 ft 9 inches on west side of highway near an old cellar hole on land that
used to belong to Will Bryant.”

Barbara (Kellogg) Gogolan during a visit this fall, “I went to Chatham Woods Camp starting in 1936
when I was ten. My older sister always got the ‘Banner Award.” One year I was on track to get the
award. My cabin-mate and I were caught skinny dipping in the dark, and that was the end of the Banner
Award for me.”

From a paper read by George W. Russell at the meeting of the Conway Historical Society (date
unknown), “The first and only real hotel was built on the summit (of Mt. Kearsarge) in 1856 and
remained until 1883 when it was swept away by a hurricane. The hotel, called the ‘Tip Top’ House,
was a 2 " story building with cupola and mounted telescope.”

Frank Eastman, “My family got our ice from Charles Pond. I remember using the ice tongs to get the
blocks of ice out of the sawdust in the ice house. After removing a block, you covered the hole with
sawdust to keep the lower layers of ice cold. It was 1948 when we got electricity on Butter Hill Rd.
The ice house was then used to store wood.”

Thanking a Veteran

Cindy Layne Butters was 27 when she joined the Army, encouraged by her
brother, James. She took the entrance test and qualified for any position she
chose. She served on active duty 1979 to 1983, working in Personnel in the
Records Department and as an Eliminations Clerk. She was in Germany for the
first two years and was able to take college classes at night and do some
traveling. She was then stationed at Fort Rucker in Alabama.

Cindy then served in the Army Reserves until 2000. In 1984 -85 she went to
Nursing School in South Portland and trained to be a Medic. Then during
Desert Storm, Cindy was called to work at Walter Reed Hospital in Maryland
where she was a Ward Master and Shift Leader. One specific soldier that she
remembers came to the hospital after his barracks had been blown up. He was 19 years old, married,
and his wife was expecting their first child. She provided nursing care for him and was so happy when
he was able to return home to his family.

Cindy was awarded an ARCOM (Army Commendation Award for meritorious service) at the end of
each active duty post, and a MSM (Meritorious Service Medal) when she retired from the Reserves
with the rank of SFC. Cindy says her military service was positive, the physical training was
challenging, and she is proud to have served our country and glad to have seen other parts of the USA
and the world. Cindy, thank you for your service!




“Glimpses of Chatham Life from Diaries:” continued from page 1

Dr tonight for Sade (wife). Dec 25 It has been cloudy all day. I have been getting ice today. Mr.
Kimball & Fred Tyler helped me. The Dr came tonight and stayed all night. Dec 26 It has snowed all
day. The Dr stayed all day and tonight. Dec 27 It stopped snowing at 9 AM. The Dr went home at 5
o'clock this morning. Baby (Philip) was born at 2 o'clock this morning. Weighed 9 ' lbs.

Louisa (Spencer) Allard (1873-1919) 1908

Jan 7 This morning — zero. Storming at night, snow. Lander (husband Orlando)
went to North Fryeburg today with butter & eggs. Lander finished ice cutting
today. F. Meader worked this forenoon. Jan 12 Fred Smith over in morning after
gt milk. Father went out to Mr. Guptill's returned with yarn Mrs. Laroque had
spun for me (5 skeins). Jan 13 30 above zero. Sloppy travelling. Toward night
snow. Lander did not go on the mountain. He & M. Jewell blew up a rock on the
logging road. Jan 14 15 above zero. Bright sun, but cold. In the afternoon cold &
blustering. Lander went on the mountain, Hauled a load to the river. Jan 21 Zero.
~ Fair & warmer. Bright sun all day. Lander hauled logs from the mountain to river.
Louisa Allard Churned (butter) today. Jan 29 16 above zero. Snowing very little in the morning.
Father went to Bshop (blacksmith) and got old Kit shod. There is so much ice in
the roads it is dangerous. Lander went on mountain after logs but got bothered and so did not go to
river. Wish some snow would come and cover the ice. It is so bad for the logging teams.
Jan 30 3 above zero. Very cold & blustering today. But more quiet tonight.
Lander went to river with the logs he hauled yesterday from the mountains.
He went to N. Fryeburg this evening with M. Jewell. Has returned home. 1
have sewed just a little this evening on a dress for Esther (daughter, 2 yrs
old). Guess I shall never get it done.

Emily (Lang) Hill (1839-1923) 1916

Dec 23 Wind blowing and perfect gale all last night and all day. House on
Kearsarge gone. Too bad.

Dana and Emily Hill
Mattie (McKeen) Crouse (1887-1963) 1918

Dec 17 Guy (husband) got the horses shod in the afternoon. The phonograph
came. Dec 18 Seth Hanscom (neighbor & brother-in-law's father) brought
down a quarter of beef. It cost us $20.70, 15 cents a pound. Dec 19 I went
down to Bickford’s store (near Stow Corner). Dec 21 Guy and Maurice
Eastman went up swamping roads (cutting trees to make a woods road).

Dec 22 Guy made sauerkraut in the forenoon. We went up to father’s in the
afternoon. Dec 24 Ernest Crouse, and Elizabeth & Hamet Bickford went up
to Cold River to get a Christmas tree. One of g

our car wheels came off, and Arthur Hall
came back and took us home.

Mattie Crouse

Annette (Stevens) Chandler (1849-1920) 1917

Dec 17 clear & cold. R. (husband Richard) killed the hog. Noyes helped
him. R. cut it up this pm. Evangeline called in, had some cards to sell. |
got 10 for 10 cts. Dec 18 Cold. R cut up lard. We tried it out (rendered
it). Took the scalding tub home. Cretia came down, got some liver and Annette Chandler

continued on page 5




“Glimpses of Chatham Life from Diaries:” continued from page 4

piece of meat. Dec 19 R up other place cutting wood. Dec 19 R up other place cutting wood. I
finished trying out lard, fryed doughnuts, canned piece of meat. Dec 21 R up cutting wood. I have
been mending. Dec 22 fine day. R hauled 2 loads of wood home. I have been cooking. We went to
Grange with Lin & Etta (J. Lindsey & Henrietta Chandler). Got a booklet from Eliza Clark. Dec 24 R
up other place cutting wood. I made sausage, boiled meat for mincemeat, tried some fat that come off
lean meat, marked R overshoes, got a book from Hattie & card, letter & card from Willie, card from
Lelia & Zach, booklet from Bessie. Dec 25 A lovely Christmas Day. R & I were invited up to Lin's.
Spent the day & evening. Had a nice visit. A Christmas tree at the Hall (Grange). Keat (teacher of
many years, Lucretia Chandler) had an entertainment for her school. We got pack from Clint. R had a
necktie & I a bow.

Alice (Eastman) Harriman (1866-1939)

1917 Dec 22 Have had company all day. Fred (son) came over after a load of
ice and Cora and the children came with him. They were all here to dinner,
have not been over before for a long time. Frank (husband) has hauled ice for
Mr. Smith all day but think they are done now. I am tired tonight. Dec 23 Fred
finished hauling ice today and so did Herbert Emerson. I popped some corn
tonight and Nellie (daughter) and Louville and Clifford was down. I have got
to wash tomorrow and I wish it was done. Dec 24 I am very tired tonight. I
have done two weeks wash and the housework and prepared four or five
pumpkins ready to cook tomorrow besides knitting some. Frank has been
hauling wood all day. Dec 25 Today is Christmas day but it has not been any
different from an other day to me. I have worked all day. I thought we would
go up to the Hall to the Christmas tree but Frank did not care to so we staid at
Alice Harriman home. We don't go anywhere hardly, stay at home and work, it seems there is
nothing but work in this world.
1918 Dec 21 I am very tired tonight, have been alone all day. Frank has been in the woods for Fred
Charles. I have done the usual Saturday work and churned besides, did that this forenoon. This
afternoon I went up to Nellie's. It has been a long day. Dec 22 We have been home all day. I wanted
to go over to Fred's but they just came to put the telephone in so we had to stay at home.
Dec 24 I have been alone all day. Frank has been in the woods for Fred Charles. I fried doughnuts and
did the housework and faced a pair of gloves for Frank this forenoon. Gladys was here to dinner. This
afternoon I have not seemed to do much of anything only knit half a mitten. Dec 25 Well this has
been a rather dull day for Christmas day. I have been alone today accept Clifford was down this
afternoon. Frank has been in the woods for Fred Charles. I don't get quite so lonesome as I did before
we had the telephone. I am tired.

Norris Hill (1905-1982)

1941 Dec 8 Got ice, froze two batches ice cream. Filed buck saw.

Got Xmas tree. Fixed ladder. Served supper to 21.

1943 Memoranda Bear in mind that last fall I buried some parsnips

and 10 Gal keg of sweet cider in bank south of pine grove behind the

barn.

1944 Dec 15 Don (brother) helped me move a big mouse proof box

into the vegetable cellar. I put some boxes of apples, carrots, beets

& turnips into the mouse proof box. In evening we took 6 hens and

28 Ibs salt pork down to Erlon's (Jones).

1946 Dec 19 Fannie (became his wife in 1948) helped me pick put a
Christmas tree for schoolhouse. We hauled it with horses on scoot,

Norris Hill
then I hauled manure. In PM Don & I cut wood. Dec 25 Christmas. I took presents to Uncle Well &

continued on page 6




“Glimpses of Chatham Life from Diaries:” continued from page 5

Etta's (two Chandler households) and got butter. I put new tire on Keat's car, left front wheel. In PM
she went to Chester Eastman's (in Fryeburg) to the tree. 1948 Dec 21 Fanny & 1 did up some pkgs of
bees honey and I mailed them to Della, Roy & Vern (his siblings). In PM we got our Christmas tree
and I hauled a load of manure up to Mary J's. Dec 24 I popped 19 poppers of popcorn for Keat's school
kids at their tree in PM. Fanny made popcorn balls and went to the entertainment.

Millard Chandler (1905-1987)

1934 Dec 9 Found some nice clear quartz crystals up in Basin & a very large
o cave. 1937 Dec 19 Harold (Andrews) &I built a ski trail from field up thru
(« X orchard & back pasture to foot of hill in AM. 1940 Dec 20 Anna (wife) & kids
. went to Christmas exercises at Eastman School with Marion & Nancy (Charles,
J >\ sister-in-law and niece). We experienced a quite heavy earthquake at 2:30 this
\; morning. Did no damage that I know of but alarmed folks quite badly for a few
> minutes. Dec 21 Mother & I & Evelyn (sister) went to Grange meeting in eve.
Had Christmas tree and corn balls & candy & a fine time. Dec 24 We
experienced another earthquake today. Harder than one of last Tuesday. Shook a
few bricks off chimney. Clyde & I in woods. Sudden heavy jar which seemed in
form of a wave. Trees swayed very noticeable. Very interesting but no fun. 1942 Dec 31 This has been
a busy, uncertain, unsettled year. And more than usually sad by the war. Due to rationing much time
has been used up in going to ration board and complying with the many rules and restrictions and
filling of questionnaires and censuses.

Millard Chandler

L. Anna (Charles) Chandler (1909-2006) 1967

Dec 14 I made cranberry sauce, cooked some deer meet. Wrote some Xmas
, ,@m cards. Russell (nephew next door) came for milk. Ernest Merrill came for but-
e ter. Dec 15 I made cranberry bread & a cake. Wrote some Xmas cards, got
o B the tree in and trimmed it. Sylvia (Wiggin) called with Avon. Dec 16 I made
N ' bread and mince meat. Millard (husband) lighted heaters at church. Harry &
1 Ludy (Eastman) called, also Harold & Alys (Eastman) and made us a visit.
. Dec 17 We cut up some meat and cooked it. Millard helped decorate church. I
Vi went to service in eve. It was very nice. Bell ringers & choir from N Conway.
Dec 18 We cut up and froze deer meat. Clyde Whitehouse came to call, then
L. Anna Chandler we all went to Grange, we worked 1 & 2nd degree. Had a Xmas program, got
home 10:45. Dec 19 We finished cutting up the deer & froze it. I done up
some presents in eve. Loren (Andrews) called for gas. Dec 20 I churned (butter) and made deer meat
soup. Dec 21 I made bread, finished wrapping gifts, cleaned up the house. Dec 23 Cloudy & cooler. I
felt better, washed the dishes, made a mince pie, stuffed the turkey and cooked it, I rested a little. Har-
old & Alys & Ruth & Husband called, Mrs. Leigh Smith came for cream. The carolers were here this
eve. Dec 24 Fair & very cold. I made bread. Roberta & John & Johnny (daughter-in-law, son, &
grandson) came, Joan's (daughter) folks came, we had our gifts then dinner. We had fun. We all got lots
of things.

Upcoming Events

Saturdays December 7 and 15, 2024: 10am— noon. Holiday gift sale at the CHS schoolhouse.

Sunday December 22, 2024: 6pm Holiday potluck in the CHS classroom followed at 7pm by Carols
and Candles at the Chatham Church next door.

TBD: Mid-winter potluck supper and bonfire




Donations

Thank you for your generous support!

Angie Morey: work as electrician's assistant; John Stryker: repair of Little Library; Al & Jacky
Stearns: loan of Louisa Spencer Allard's 1908 diary; George Perry: repair of door; Erlon Jones:
bean-hole beans for picnic; Alan & Alina Eastman: grilling at picnic; Dale McClure: lawn mowing.

Monetary Donations: Pam & Bob Katz, Wendy Chaplin (in memory of ElIwyn Wheaton), Corrine
Waite, Leslie Dame, Diane Powell, Anonymous.

Donations of raffle items: Chris Lewey, Jim Calomb, Gail Calomb, Cara Down, Stow Corner
Store, Brenna Schneider, Judy Bailey, Waneeta Marquis.

If we have left anyone out, please let us know so you can be properly thanked. We do appreciate all
donations and support.

In Memory

Our deepest sympathy to the families of these loved ones:

James Deigoli, 71; passed away in August. Jim worked in the building trades, and enjoyed working
around his house and garden, and riding his horses and motorcycle.

James E. Harris, 58; passed away September 4. Jim was a commercial fisherman before becoming a
partner at the Stow Corner Store where he crafted the meals that brought joy to everyone who tasted
them.

Richard Eastman, 90; passed away September 8. Dick was born in Chatham and attended a one-
room school here. He worked 41 years for the NH Highway Department, and then had a business,
“Have Tractor, Will Travel.” Dick was an Army veteran and volunteered for Fryeburg Rescue.

Sam Nesbitt, 85; passed away October 1. Sam had a law practice and then formed a construction
business, Coastal Drilling & Blasting. He loved sailing and watching hockey games. He loved
adventure, people, and reading. He was a member of the Chatham Historical Society.

Richard Hill, 93; passed away November 22. Dick grew up in South Chatham at his Uncle Merle &
Aunt Edna Pitman's farm. He was head of the Stewart Nelson Insurance Company in Concord. Dick
hiked the Appalachian Trail in 1988. He was a Navy veteran, and a member of the Chatham
Historical Society.




Chatham Historical Society
1061 Main Road
Chatham, NH 03813

Dues and Donations

Chatham Historical Society is a non-profit 501(C)3 Charitable Organization
1061 Maine Road, Chatham, NH 03813

Name:

Address:

Winter Address:

Email:

O I’d like to pay my membership dues: 0O $10/year O $100/lifetime
O I’d like to make a donation: $ O General
O Building Fund
O Award Fund for HS Seniors

O $150 Paver with Veteran’s Name

O Purchases, Raffle Tickets, etc. $ Description

Total Enclosed: $

O I’d like to be contacted for more information.



